
The Inner-War Period
(1920-1939)
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS & UNHAPPINESS FROM THE 
TREATY OF VERSAILLES  RISE OF DICTATORS! 



Background & Directions –
READ THIS!

•This week, we will focus on the “inner war period” which spans from 
1920-1939 and focuses on two main changes:

1. The Great Depression 

2. The rise of dictators 

•Both of these changes would directly lead to the outbreak of World War II 
in 1939. 

•Use this lesson, video clips, and chapter 28 in the textbook to complete 
the corresponding worksheet (due Monday 4/20). The worksheet is 
available on my website and Google Classroom page. 



Change #1: The Great 
Depression

• After World War I, economies were booming! Industry was growing, 
more jobs were available and people were making more money than 
ever before! 

•But that was short lived……..

•Eventually the economy would collapse and trigger the worst 
economic downturn in history – The Great Depression. 

•For Part I of the worksheet: Read the first part of chapter 28; lesson 1 
(pages 672-674) and answer questions 1-5 on the worksheet. 



Even though the League of 
Nations was President Wilson’s 

idea, the U.S. does not join! 
We were practicing isolationism. 
Europe’s problems were NOT our 
problems! This is especially true 
after the Depression hits – we 
want to focus on ourselves and 

our recovery. 



When the Depression hit, countries 
responded in one of two ways: 

DEMOCRACIES: “DON’T WORRY, THIS WILL BE OVER 
SOON – JUST HAVE CONFIDENCE! PLUS, WE CAN’T 
PASS ANYTHING THROUGH CONGRESS” 

DICTATORS: “YES, WE MIGHT RESTRICT YOUR 
RIGHTS, BUT WE CAN MAKE DECISIONS 
IMMEDIATELY AND ON OUR OWN! WE’LL GIVE YOU 
JOBS AND MONEY!” 



Part I: The Big 
Takeaway: 

The Great Depression caused people to lose their savings, 
job, and homes.

People were desperate. 

In desperate times, people look to the government for help. 

But their government wasn’t willing to help. 

If their government wouldn’t help, people needed to 
support someone who would! 

Dictators promised to help the people! They promised 
money and employment – they promised greatness! A German poster encouraging people 

to vote for the Nazi Party. 



Change #2: The Rise of Dictators
Adolph Hitler (Germany)Benito Mussolini (Italy) Tojo Hideki (Japan)



Benito Mussolini
ITALY

RULED FROM 1922-1943



Background of Mussolini’s Rise:
Italy post-WWI – READ THIS! 

•Italy was promised land and money if they 
joined the Allied Powers in war. They agreed and 
declared war on the Central Powers in 1915. 

•During WWI, Italy suffered 1.7 million casualties, 
spent hundreds of millions of dollars and had 
their land destroyed from fighting BOTH 
Germany and Austria-Hungary – but they still did 
not get what they were promised. 

•The Italian people and government felt betrayed 
by their Allies. 

Italy defeated Austria-Hungary and 
was essential to Allied successes in the 

Middle East and North Africa! 



Major Italian cities were destroyed 
in WWI! 



FASCISM in Italy
•Fascism was a new political party; formed in Italy in 1925

•The word fascism comes from "fasci," an Italian term for "bundle of sticks" that was a symbol 
for strength in unity.

•The leader of the Fascist Party of Italy was Benito Mussolini, an army officer in WWI. 

•Fascism is based around the following principles: 
• Country should be ruled by one-party (and one person) – more effective

• Their leader should have complete control of the nation and its economy

• Extreme nationalism (“our country is THE BEST!”)

• Control should be enforced through a strong military, censorship and a secret police force

• No individual rights or freedoms

• Superiority! (Some people [wealthy, white, male Christians] are better than everyone else)



What is 
Fascism?

Watch this 
clip! 
https://www.yo
utube.com/watc
h?v=aUcYU95kC
AI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUcYU95kCAI


Why did people support Mussolini?
•Mussolini fought in WWI and like the Italian 
people, he was angry over broken promises. 

•He wanted to restore Italy’s power, prestige 
and empire! 

•Believed Fascism was the only way to 
restore order and stability.

•Created feelings of patriotism and 
nationalism

•Promised to take land that Italians 
“deserved”







Mussolini’s Acts of Aggression
•Recreate the Roman Empire! (“It was the 
Italians destiny to recapture the greatness 
and glory of Ancient Rome!”)

•Wanted to restore Italy’s power, influence, 
and pride by force!

•How did he do this?
•Expansion into Libya  Allied with Hitler 
 Invasion of Ethiopia  Supported 
Fascist uprising in Spain



Mussolini’s Goal

Territories Mussolini 

planned to take over

Territories Mussolini 

actually took over

Territories Mussolini 

had influence in



Did Mussolini achieve this goal?

Not even close ↓



Review: Mussolini’s Rise to Power & Acts 
of Aggression 

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=l7lw30qKFLw

Before you move on, 
watch this short video clip 
which reviews Mussolini’s 
rise, popularity and 
expansion. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7lw30qKFLw


Adolf Hitler 
GERMANY

RULED FROM 1933-1945



Background of Hitler’s Rise:
Germany post-WWI – READ THIS! 

• As you know, Germany was punished severely by the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

•Most Germans felt: 
• This was unfair! Other countries acted aggressively and weren’t punished. 

• They were vulnerable! Germany had to decrease their military but other 
nations kept strong armies – this would make Germany vulnerable to 
attack. 

• They were struggling! The economic reparations Germany had to pay 
crippled their economy. 

•These problems became even worse when the Great Depression 
hit – the worst economic downturn in world history!!! 

•One political party promised to fix these issues – the Nazi Party. 



NAZISM in Germany
•Nazism is a type of FASCISM – but more extreme! 

•Both Fascism and Nazism have the same core beliefs – nationalism, strong 
military, repression of rights – but Nazism is even more aggressive, violent 
and restrictive than Italian Fascism. 

•The biggest difference is Nazism’s belief in racial superiority. 

•They believed that Aryan (white) Germans were “the master race.” Their 
race was stronger, better, smarter and superior to everyone (especially the 
Jews; but also, communists, homosexuals, disabled, Slavic peoples) 

•Practiced anti-Semitism: discrimination of Jewish people 

•These beliefs were outlined in Hitler’s autobiography, Mein Kampf (“my 
struggle”)



Why did Hitler dislike the Jews?
You do NOT need to write this slide down, but 
it’s good to understand for context. 

•Personal hatred (Ex: His past of being homeless while Jews around him 
were wealthy)

•Historic anti-Semitism: Jews have been targeted since the beginning of 
their faith (think back to enslavement by Egyptians, targeted in the 
Crusades, executed by the Romans, etc.) 

•Anti-Semitism was a popular belief after WWI. Even the U.S. had 
aspects of anti-Semitism! Germany was not alone in their 
discrimination of Jews.

•Even during the Great Depression, some Jewish banks remained open 
and stable – Germans resented this. 

•It gave Hitler someone to blame Germany’s problems on – he saw this 
as a good way to unite the German people! 

Nazi Propaganda also blamed 
Jews for Germany’s loss in WWI. 
This one translates to: “He is to 

blame for the war!” 



Why did people support Hitler?
•WATCH THIS  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOUIp_-vGZI

•As you watch this clip, fill in the corresponding box on the worksheet. You should try and get 4-
5 reasons why people supported him! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOUIp_-vGZI


How did Hitler – one of the most brutal leaders in 
history – rise to power in a DEMOCRATIC nation?
•After WWI, Germany became a democracy. Just like the 
U.S. has political parties competing for votes, so did the 
new German democracy. 

•One of these parties, the Nazi Party, was rising in 
popularity. 

•Eventually, they (along with Hitler) are elected into 
power! 

•How does this happen? Why would people CHOOSE to 
be led by someone like Hitler?                                     
Watch this clip and find out 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEk6zGYwyhc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEk6zGYwyhc


Hitler’s Acts of Aggression
1. Nuremburg Laws (1935): laws that classified Jews 

and restricted their rights &  German citizenship.

2. Breaking the Treaty of Versailles (1936)

3. Kristallnacht (1938): one night massacre of Jewish 
homes, buildings, and synagogues. 

There is more detail on these events in the next few slides. You do not need to 
write ALL the details – just summarize the main ideas. But review for content 
understanding. 



Nuremburg Laws 
•The Nuremburg Laws (named after the city where the 
Nazi party was born) aimed to classify German citizens 
to ensure only the “racially pure” Germans had rights. 

•A few examples of laws under the Nuremburg Laws:
• You were legally Jewish if 1 of your 8 great 

grandparents was Jewish

• Germans were forbidden to have a child with a Jew 
(or anyone else outside their race) 

• Marriage between Germans and Jews was 
forbidden

• Jews no longer had individual rights (voting, 
religion, assembly, privacy) The laws were posted in all public places and 

enforced by Hitler’s Secret Police. 





Hitler’s first order of business??? Break the unfair Treaty of Versailles! 
(Remember, most Germans supported this because they felt this Treaty 

was unjust. Hitler’s popularity increased dramatically as a result of this!) 

WHAT DID THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES RULE?

1. Germany had to pay billions in reparations

2. Germany could not have an army, air force 
or large naval ships. 

3. Germany could not invade the Rhineland 
(this was meant as a buffer to protect 
France) 

4. Germany was forbidden to unite with their 
longtime ally, Austria. 

HOW DID HITLER RESPOND?

1. Hitler said no! He immediately stopped 
paying reparations. 

2. Hitler created new factories to produce 
weapons and secretly re-armed in Russia. 

3. Hitler sent troops in to the Rhineland and 
took it back! 

4. Hitler took over Austria in 1936 and 
reunited the two countries. 



Why didn’t European powers respond? Why didn’t they 
stop him? Hitler was breaking international law!!!

•Many Europeans also believed the Treaty of Versailles was too harsh – Hitler’s 
reaction was justified

•The strongest European powers were still recovering from WWI – their military 
was not in the place to stop Hitler 

•The Great Depression ruined major European economies – they had no money to 
use against Hitler’s troops

•European nations wanted to avoid another war at all costs

•Many countries felt they could still negotiate with Hitler 

•The U.S. was isolationist and wanted to stay out of all “European problems”



Kristallnacht
Nov 9-10 1938: “Night of 
the Broken Glass” 

Over one night, Nazis in 
Austria and Germany 
burned Jewish homes, 
businesses, synagogues. 
Confiscated Jewish 
weapons. Arrested and 
murdered Jews. 

Most historians believe this 
was the beginning of The 
Holocaust. 









TOJO HIDEKI 
JAPAN

RULED FROM 1940-1945



Background of Tojo’s Rise:
Japan post-WWI – READ THIS! 

Post-WWI: Japan won territories in the Pacific; 
became strong economic & military power

Believed it was their destiny to be leader of Asia & 
unite Asian territories under their rule 

Felt Western powers treated them unequally

When the Great Depression hit, Japan’s economy 
collapsed: 
◦ Government ineffective
◦ Extreme nationalism = radical shift
◦ Military gained support
◦ Desired expansion to gain more resources

Yikes!



MILITARISM in Japan
This type of dictatorship puts all the power in the hands of the military.

This government was NOT Fascist (like Mussolini or Hitler), but it still had 
similarities – one person in power, restriction of freedoms, obsession with national 
pride and the military.

Militarism was based on the military making all decisions (NOT the gov)
◦ Decided foreign policy

◦ Refused to listen to government orders

◦ Assassinated political leaders

◦ Public support (people were proud and loyal to the military)



The MILITARY influenced every 
aspect of Japanese society! 

KIDS PRACTICED MILITARY 
DRILLS IN SCHOOL

PEOPLE WORE MILITARY DRESS AS A 
SYMBOL OF STRENGTH AND PRIDE



Why did people support Tojo?
•Tojo Hideki (military general) became leader in 1940.

•As a military general, he could restore order and show 
Japan’s strength!

•Citizens trusted the military - military strength made 
people happy and proud to be Japanese! 

•He was willing to take action – the government was not! 

•The government was not helping citizens during the 
Depression – the military promised expansion, seizing 
resources by force, building an empire and a strong 
military



Japan’s Acts of Aggression
•EMPIRE BUILDING! 

•Invaded Manchuria in NE China 
• Rich in resources Japan needed – coal, grain, rice

•Continued invasion of China and took key cities – Beijing 
and Nanjing (capital)
• In Nanjing, they conducted one of their worst atrocities – The 

Rape of Nanjing 

•Expanded further into the Pacific & conquered 
territories owned by foreign nations
• India (still under British rule), the Dutch East Indies (rich in oil –

Dutch controlled), Indochina (French) and the Philippines (U.S. 
owned) 



The Japanese coveted Manchuria for years, but the government 
did not take action. The military (against government orders), 

invaded anyway. This solidified the shift to militarism. 



Japanese troops progressing in China. China was in the 
middle of a Civil War and could not defend themselves 

against the superior Japanese military. 



Rape of Nanjing

•December 1937: six-week 
period following the 
Japanese capture of the 
city of Nanjing 

•Civilians (mostly women) 
were targeted by 
Japanese soldiers and 
raped, brutalized, 
tortured and murdered.

•250,000 to 300,000 
deaths



These three dictators (Mussolini, Hitler & Tojo) would form 
the foundation of the Axis Powers alliance in World War II. 



Review:

Expansion 
by the 

dictators 
was a 
major 

cause of 
WWII!



Review:

The three dictators 
responded 
immediately to the 
Depression. They 
recovered faster 
than democracies –
another reason they 
were popular! 

Quick 
economic 
recovery! 



Review: What did 
these three 
dictators have in 
common? List a 
minimum of 
three things! 



Once you finished your worksheet, submit the 
finished version on Google Classroom! 


